Semester - I
Multidisciplinary Course
(for Home Science and Food Technology Honours)
GENDER AND POLITICS
Course Objectives:
This course intends to study politics from the perspective of gender by examining the ways in
which women shape and are shaped by politics. This begins with theoretical understanding of
gender and deconstruction of ‘Gender’ as an identity. Then, it goes on to reflect on the
conscious attempt to redefine the political space which has been historically entrenched within
patriarchal structure. The course intends to evaluate women as political actors by reflecting
upon the changing contours of women participation in politics and their relationship with the
state. It attempts to analyse women’ s political rights and politics of representation situating
them in electoral politics and beyond. The course also incorporates human rights, in its attempt
to understand Women’ s rights through the prism of human rights. It studies the international
organisations and international agreements/conventions for their pertinent role in protecting
women rights.
The learners will critically assess participation of women in terms of electoral politics,
development initiatives as well as socio-political movements. The course provides for women
participation in the grassroot institutions, highlighting the pivotal role catalysed by 73rd and 74th
Constitutional Amendments in reshaping political leadership and also delves into the issues and
challenges emanating from political engagements of women in different spheres. Further, to
examine the actual functioning of women leadership, gender norms, participation of women in
implementation of the policies and programmes, this course envisages active learning by the
learners through conducting empirical studies on various local governance practices at the
ground level. This course endeavours to equip learners with the necessary knowledge and
analytical tools to understand and explain the nuanced interrelationship of gender and politics
and propose ways to overcome challenges faced by women due to gender disparity.
Expected Learning Outcomes:
On completion of the course, learners would attain the following competencies.
Unit-I: This unit would provide the learners a conceptual understanding of gender from
political perspective, the redefining of political space. Learners could reflect on women as
political actors, their participation in politics as well their changing relationship with the state.
Unit- Il: Learners would be able to understand politics of representation from feminist

perspective, and could reflect on the emerging issues and challenges. They would also be aware



about the international organizations, international agreements/conventions protecting women’ s
rights.

Unit- lll: Student could assess the differences made by the women leaders with their
participation in electoral politics as legislator and the development initiatives led by them. They
would be competent to evaluate the transforming impact of women leadership in the local
governance after the enactment of 73rd and 74th constitutional amendment.

Unit- IV: The learners are expected to actively undertake empirical studies on topics given in
this unit to gain practical insights on women as political leaders, their participation in formal
and informal politics, women centric welfare policies.

Course Content:

Unit-I: Introducing Gender and Politics

a) Concept, Meaning and scope of Gender; Women, Civic activity, and Construction of
Identity, Redefining the Political.

b) Women as Political Actors: Politics, and political participation, Women’ s political
participation in 19th and early 20th century, Feminist Perspective on Political Participation.
c) Gender and State; Gendering the Welfare State.

Unit-1l: Women’s Political Rights and International Conventions

a) Women in electoral politics, Women Political parties and Electoral Representation, Issues of
Representation in politics.

b) Concept of Human Rights and women, Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Women’ s
Rights as Human Rights.

c) International Organizations and Women’ s Rights; International Women’ s Bill of Rights:
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW),
Beijing Action Plan.

Unit-1ll: Women and Governance

a) The Impact of Women on Political Outcomes: Women as political leader; Women’ s
participation in Legislature; Women led movements; Women led development initiatives.

b) Women participation in local self-government; 73rd and 74th Constitutional Amendment.
c) Women in Grassroot Institutions: Issues and challenges.

Unit-IV: Empirical findings on selected topics

a) Women’ s political behaviour during elections

b) Women’ s participation in Gram Sabha

c) Evaluation of Women centric welfare policies

d) Women’ s participation in Self-Help Groups



e) Women’ s participation in policy-implementation

f) Women’ s participation in local protest movements
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Activities to do:

1. Conduct sessions on movie/documentary (e.g., Becoming, Suffragette, Knock down the
house, The Devine Order, Lapata Ladies) portraying stories of women leaders, women

led movements, development initiatives led by women.

2. Watch Documentary: 100 Years of Women's Voting Rights. Available at
https://youtu.be/hnKuDIp09UY?si=FrwJE3al-podKDr)

3. Attend Gram Sabha in your locality to observe the participation of women leaders at the

grassroot level.



4. Interact with members of Women led Self Help Groups and write a report on their

achievement and issues they confront.



