Office of the Principal: Women’s College, Rayagada

Notice ) Date: 30.06.25

It is hereby informed to all the +3 Students that the Higher Education Department, Government of Odisha is
organizing a multi-level Innovation and Start-Up Competition to promote a spirit of creativity, innovation, and

entrepreneurship among college students.

The program seeks to address local challenges, simplify living and business processes by promoting (i) startup
ventures (ii) developing entrepreneurial skills (iii) empowering students with resources and financial support to

achieve regional and sectoral development.
Participants may submit ideas under the following categories:

1. Solutions to Local Problems: Proposals that address specific issues faced by the local community.

2. Ease of Living/Fase of Doing Business: Innovations that simplify daily activities or business operations.

3. Start-Up and Business ldeas: concepts with potential for commercial viability.

Important Dates:

1. 1% July 2025: Competition starts from this day.
2. 31* July 2025: Submission of detailed proposals to Coordinator Sri. Raumya Ranjan Sahu.
3. 7" August 2025: Refinement and monitoring of the proposal by the Review Committee.

4. 15M August 2025: Declaration of Best 3 Proposals and Award of Prizes by the Principal.

Awards and Financial Support:

At College Level:  Certificate to all Participants & Award of Prizes to Best 3 Proposals (Top 3 will
be selected to the University Level)
At University Level: Rs. 1 Lakh Financial Support for Idea Development, Training by Industry Leaders.
(Top 5 Proposals will be selected to the State Level)
At State Level: Rs. 5 Lakh Financial Support for Prototype Development, Skilling, Mentorship,
Labs, Logistical Support. (Top 10 Proposals)

(Detailed Guideline is available in the College Website: www.womenscollegerayagada.in)
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No. HE-PTC-MISC-0006-2021 22263 /HE Date: 2.6 Q025
From
Sri Prasant Kishore Mohapatra, QAS ( SS)
Special Secretary to Government
To
The Chairperson, PG Council, All State Public Universities
The Principal, All colleges under SAMS

Sub:  Regarding Innovation and Start-Up Competition-2025 in Higher FEducation Institutions.

Madam/ Sir,

Please find the attached guidelines and timelines for Innovation and Start-Up
Competition-2025 in Higher Education Institutions for necessary action at your end. The funds
allocated for the said purpose has already been sanctioned in the month of March-2025 in your
favour (reference: Annexure-II).

You are requested to complete the process adhering to the timeline.

i Yours faithfully
=
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L Ok ~H=S
; Special Secretary to Government
MemoNo 28264 Dated 9. 8¢ A02N
Copy forwarded to the Registrar, All State Public Universities/ PS to Vice-Chancellor for
kind information of Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor and necessary action. P
P o2-6t seac
Special Secretary to Government
MemoNo 28 Q6% Dated CQ 6. 2025
Copy forwarded 1o PTC Section with a request to communicate the letter to all the
Colleges and State Public Universities and necessary action. ~
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Memo No 28266 Dated O - po. 8095 Special Secretary to Government

‘ C.opy forwarded to All RDE, Higher Education Department for effective and timely
monitoring of the competitions and necessary action. ~ :
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Special Secretary to Government
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suidelines for Innovation and Start-Up Competition in Higher Education Institutions

(Issued by the Higher Education Department, Government of Odisha)

1. Introduction

he Higher Education Department, Government of Odisha, envisions fostering a culture of
innovation and entreprencurship among its students by organizing a multi-level Innovation and
Start-Up Competition. This initiative will encourage students across colleges and universities
to propose creative solutions to local challenges, develop life-easing innovations, or
conceptualize viable start-ups and business ideas. The competition will create a pipeline of
innovative thinkers and support them through structured guidance, financial assistance, and
training. For these purposes, Higher Education Department, is launching a groundbreaking
initiative to revolutionize the educational landscape and foster a culture of innovation and
entrepreneurship. The Innovation and Start-Up Competition is designed to empower students
across colleges and universities in Odisha to think creatively, develop innovative solutions, and
turn their ideas into viable start-ups and business ventures.

2. Objective

The program seeks to address local challenges, simplify living and business processes by
promoting (i) startup ventures (ii) developing entrepreneurial skills (iii) empowering students
with resources and financial support to achieve regional and sectoral development.

3. Scope

The competition is open to all students enrolled in higher education institutions across Odisha,
Including colleges, universities, and other affiliated institutions. Participation is compulsory for
all institutions and students.

4. Themes
Participants may submit ideas under the following categories:

1. Solutions to Local Problems: Proposals that address specific issues faced by the local
community.

2. Ease of Living/Ease of Doing Business: Innovations that simplify daily activities or
business operations.

3. Start-Up and Business Ideas: Concepts with potential for commercial viability.

5, Competition Structure

The competition will be conducted at three levels: Institution-Level, University-Level, and
State-Level.

5.1 Institution-Level Competition

» Participants: All students.of the institution.




« Selection Process: A state-level jury evaluates proposals based on impact, innovation,
scalability, and sustainability.

. Selection: Top 10 proposals are selected for state-level support.

The state level competition will be monitored and coordinated by OSH EC. As the nodal agency,
OSHEC will finalize the top 10 proposals of innovations and start-up ideas of participants out
of the recommended proposals from all universities. The selected proposals will be facilitated
in a state level function.

‘S. Support and Incentives

6.1 State-Level (Top 10 Proposals):

B Financial assistance for prototype development (up to Rs. 5 lakh each).
2 Skilling and entrepreneurship training through state-incubated programs.
I3. Mentorship by industry leaders.

4. Access to co-working spaces, labs, and other resources.

d. Logistical support for scaling and implementation.

6.2 University-Level (Top 5 Proposals):

1. Financial support for idea development (up to Rs. 1 lakh per idea).
2 Training workshops on ideation, business planning, and market rescarch
3. Mentorship from local industry leaders and alumni networks.

F.B [nstitution-Level (All Participants):

1. Certificates of participation for all participants.

2 Recommendation of top 3 proposals at institutional events to university level.
3. Access to training and skilling resources.

7. Timeline

« Institution-Level Competition: 1 month +2 weeks
« University-Level Competition: month + 2 weeks

« State-Level Competition: | month

The scheduled timeline is given at annexurc 1 for the innovation and start-up
competition 2025 and all institutions are requested to adhere to the timeline positively.
™«
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« Organizing Body: Institutions are responsible for conducting this round. Competitions
will be organised under the supervision of Principals of the concerned
colleges/Chairpersons of PG Council of Universities.

« Evaluation: By a three-member panel formed by the institution (faculty members, local
entrepreneurs, and alumni).

« Submission Guidelines:
Students must submit a detailed proposal, including:
1. Title and category of the idea.
2. Problem statement and proposed solution.
3. Feasibility, scalability, and impact of the idea.
4. Implementation plan.
5. Proposals must not exceed 2,000 words.
6. A Synopsis within 500 words.

(A self-declaration by the participants to the effect that the proposal submitted is original and
to be countersigned by the teacher/mentor guiding the student. This certificate has to be

submitted mandatorily with the proposal.)

« Seclection Process: The institution evaluates submissions based on creativity, feasibility,
and impact potential to be decided by a 3.member panel of which 1 must be external.

+  Selection: Top 3 proposals are to be forwarded to the respective university.

5.2 University-Level Competition

« Participants: Top 3 proposals/participants from each affiliated institution/Chairperson
PG Council

+ Organizing Body: Universities, under the supervision of Registrar/ Chairperson PG
Council in coordination with Higher Education Department.

« Evaluation Panel: Comprising senior faculty members, entrepreneurs, and domain
experts.

« Selection Process: Universities form a panel of 3 experts (including 1 external member)
to evaluate the proposals.

« Selection: Top 5 proposals are to be forwarded to the state level competition.

5.3 State-Level Competition
« Participants: Top 5 proposals/participants from each university.

« Organizing Body: Odisha State Higher Education Council (OSHEC), Higher Education
Dept., Government of Odisha.

« Evaluation Panel: Expérts from academia, industry, and government.




8. Roles and Responsibilities

8.1 Institutions

$ Conduct awareness campaigns about the competition.

2 Provide necessary resources for students to prepare proposals.
3 Form evaluation panels for shortlisting entries.

4. Submission of top 3 proposals to the respective university.

8.2 Universities

& Notification of single point contact officer and | coordinator at university level.

2. Organize university-level competitions.
3 Form evaluation panels with experts from various domains.
4. Submission of top 5 proposals to the Higher Education Department.

8.3 Odisha State Higher Education Council, Higher Education Dept.

= Organize and oversee the state-level competition.
2. Provide financial and logistical support to top proposals.
" Facilitate mentorship, training, and incubation for selected ideas.

9. Evaluation Criteria

E Originality: Novelty and creativity of the idea (30%).

Feasibility: Practicality of implementation (20%).

Impact: Potential to address local challenges or create social/economic value (25%).

Scalability: Scope for expansion and sustainability (15%).

bR W

Presentation: Clarity and persuasiveness of the proposal (10%).

10. Financial and Logistical Support
.  Budget Allocation:
» Institution-Level: Rs. 10,000 per institution
o University-Level: Rs. 6,00,000 per university
s State-Level: Rs. 95,00,000 (allocated to OSHEC)
Il.  Resource Pool: Access to state-funded incubation centres, labs, and innovation hubs.

#
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The detailed budget provision and expenditure is given in annexure 2.

11. Expected Outcomes

.
3.
4
5

Enhanced culture of innovation and entrepreneurship among students.
Real-world problem-solving through student-driven ideas.
Identification and nurturing of talent for Odisha’s start-up ecosystem.
Creation of a network of mentors, innovators, and entrepreneurs.

The competition will create a pipeline of innovative thinkers and support them through
structured guidance, financial assistance, and training.

12. Conclusion

The Innovation and Start-Up Competition is a transformative initiative to empower Odisha’s
students, drive regional development, and position the state as a hub of innovation and
entrepreneurship.
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Special Secretary to Government

Dept. of Higher Education




Annexure 1

Timeline for the Innovation and Start-up Competition, 2025

20" — 30" June 2025

Notification for Innovation and Start-up competition at institutional
level and sensitizing the students for participation

[ July 2025

Chairperson, PG Council will be taken as 1 unit and will select 3 |
| candidates, 3. For universities where both UG and PG courses are

Competition start date at institutional level (both UG and PG).
(1. each college with UG and PG will be taken as 1 unit and will
select 3 candidates, 2. for universities, all PG departments under |

continuing in same campus, all UG departments will be taken as |
unit and all PG department will be taken as | unit. They will select
total 3+3=6 proposals to state level competition)

315 July 2025

Submission of detailed proposals (max 2000 words) with a brief
synopsis of 500 words by the students to the Principals/Chairperson
of PG Council.

7" August 2025

Refinement and monitoring of the proposals by mentors at college
level

15" August 2025

1. Declaration of result (best 3 proposals) at institutional level wnth
provision of prizes by Principal / Chairperson, PG Council ,
2. Notification of single point contact officer and | coordinator al
university level

23" August 2025

Submission of synopsis along with detailed contact address of the
candidate to university from institutional level |

- 15" September 2025

| Screening / Shortlisting / Selection (by physical interaction with |

participants) of proposals at university level (best 5 proposals)

By 15" October 2025

Fine tuning of the selected proposals at university level in |
consultation with the mentors wherever necessary

| 22% October 2025

Submission of the proposal to OSHEC from university » 5

nd

30 October-7"
November 2025

Screening and shortlisting of proposals by OSHEC

39 week of November
2025

Selection of proposals (10 nos.)

4™ week of November
2025

Felicitation of the winners at state level function

1
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Annexure 2

Budget Provision and Expenditure

. At institutional level — Rs. 10,000/ each (to be spent on organizing the competition,

prize money and minimum financial support for the selected
candidate to attend university level competition)

. At university level — Rs. 6,00,000/- total

(5 selected candidates * 1,00,000 each = Rs. 5,00,000/-)
(Rs. 1,00,000/- for organizing competition and event
management)

. At state level (OSHEC) - Rs. 45,00,000/- (for event management and organizing

competition)
Rs. 50,00,000/- (10 candidates * 5,00,000 = Rs. 50,00,000/-)
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Special Secretary to Government

Dept. of Higher Education




